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Welcome from the DC Team! 
Hello and welcome to our brand-new newsletter! This is our first 
edition of the newsletter and we are hugely excited to be bringing 
this to you. A big thank you to all the contributors in this addition. 
Scouting in Harrow & Wealdstone is extensive across the area, with 
lots of groups doing some really great things and we are so proud to 
see what has been going on since we paused face to face Scouting!  

Since our leadership change back in January, we have been working 
on ways in which we can best support our groups. We all know that 
‘District’ has its standard responsibilities such as appointments, 
training, events, and membership, but we want to know what else 
we do to develop scouting even better in Harrow. That is why we 
have launched a comprehensive development plan (available to read 
on our website) listing out our firm roadmap to deliver on key 
opportunities. Whether this is our processes, our people, perception, 
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or operation, by growing and developing our area, we make scouting better for those currently 
experiencing our great programmes, or those who are on the list to join!  

The current situation we are in as a country has meant that we have had to limit our face to face 
activities. It has been so refreshing to see most groups get involved in online and virtual scouting via 
Microsoft Teams and Zoom. Not only have we enabled Scouts to continue, but you have allowed our 
young people to have some form of contact with their friends in what has been a very strange and 
worrying time for them. The benefit you have brought has been amazing and I thank you for all the 
effort in delivering Scouting at Home! 

Training has been a key focus to ensure we support more leaders in the delivery of their skills. This has 
seen a record amount of Woodbadges awarded and we extend our congratulations to all those who 
have had training validated. The Woodbadge is a recognised qualification within the Institute of 
Leadership & Management which for some is a great start into a career. 

From your DC team, we thank you for your continued efforts with Scouts and hope you and your family 
continue to stay safe and well.  

Your District Executive 
The Harrow Scout Executive is currently made up of thirteen members; all members in our district are 
Trustees, but this is not necessarily the case elsewhere. 

The Committee meets four times a year at the DAC under the Chairmanship of Rob Jenkins. 

Our last meeting on 23rd April was interesting, as we had to hold it online using Zoom.  All things 
considered; it went well. 

Due to the current problems, we have had to alter the date of our District AGM from its usual July date 
to 28th November 2020.  We hope that by then things will have returned to normal, as it is proposed to 
combine the Meeting with our usual pre-Christmas get together. 

The Exec has, however, decided to retain the original date of the AGM (8th July) and use it for the next 
Executive Meeting. At present, it seems as though this Meeting will also be done on Zoom.  

We hope to see as many of you as possible at the AGM in November. 

Ian McLuckie | District Secretary 

Paul Tyler Duncan Anand 
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Appointments Committee 
Update 
The Appointments Advisory Committee have met 
five times since the middle of March, the first 
meeting was held at the District Activity Centre 
before “Lockdown” and since then virtual 
meetings have been held using Zoom. 

The committee have interviewed 15 new 
volunteers and all their appointments have been 
approved. 

The new volunteers are as follows: 

Anand Tailor 

District Youth Commissioner 

Louise Woutersz 

Beaver Scout Leader, 4th Harrow 

Marina Dumbarton 

Sectional Assistant, 1st Roxeth 

Sophia Sumar 

Sectional Assistant, 1st Roxeth 

Timothy Wilkinson 

Assistant Group Scout Leader, 6th Harrow 

Joseph Solomon 

Beaver Scout Leader, 6th Harrow 

Zahide Islami  

Assistant Beaver Scout Leader, 6th Harrow 

Madeline White 

Assistant Beaver Scout Leader, 6th Harrow 

Alys Pinder 

Sectional Assistant, 8th/19th Harrow 

Macy Guerri-Garrett 

Sectional Assistant, 8th/19th Harrow 

Laurence Moore 

Sectional Assistant, 8th/19th Harrow 

Zinoela Botelho-Raeburn 

Assistant Cub Scout Leader, 13th/21st Harrow 

Magda Dudek 

Sectional Assistant, 13th/21st Harrow 

Sharon Gandee 

Sectional Assistant, 17th Harrow 

Alannah McGrath 

Sectional Assistant, 23rd Harrow 

Rhea Fernandes 

Sectional Assistant, 17th Harrow 

Natalia Dazacrespo 

Sectional Assistant, 17th Harrow 

Gregory Lynn Gable 

Sectional Assistant, 8th/19th Harrow 

We welcome them to the District and wish them 
well as they begin their adventure. 

The committee will be meeting again this month 
to interview another six candidates, and this will 
go some way to clearing the backlog of new 
volunteers. 

Tom Westwood | Appointments Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What have the 8th/19th 
been up to? 
Over at 8th/19th Harrow we have been working 
on our experimental badge. 

All that is needed for this awesome rainbow is 
skittles and water; watch the magic happen. 
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An introduction to our new District Youth Commissioner  
It has been nearly 6 months since joining the District Leadership Team as Youth Commissioner and 
I would like to use this opportunity to introduce myself 
to you all. 

I started my journey through Scouting when I joined the 
8th/19th Harrow Scout Group in West Harrow as a Cub 
Scout at the age of 8. Scouting has been a major 
influence on my life, and I have been actively involved 
from that day onwards, moving on to Scouts, Explorers 
and becoming a Young Leader. When I turned 18, I 
decided to become an Assistant Scout Leader at my 
local group. My progression through the movement has 
enabled me to see Scouting through nearly all the 
perspectives of a young person.   

When the position of District Youth Commissioner 
arose, it felt like a natural progression for me to make. It 
is a fantastic opportunity to further engage with young 
people and other Scout groups, as well as creating and 
driving youth strategy for the District. 

As a member of the Leadership Team, I work in partnership with the District Commissioners to 
ensure that young people from 6-25 years are involved and engaged in every decision that shapes 
their Scouting experience locally and to empower young people to share their ideas and have a 
meaningful voice in planning, implementing and reviewing their programme and opportunities. 

Scouting is a great movement to be a part of, providing young people with skills for life, and skills 
that they may not learn elsewhere. I take great satisfaction in seeing the progress and commitment 
of young people and adult volunteers within the movement. 

Outside of Scouting, I work in IT for a large book publishing company, providing their London 
based users with IT support, along with working on the implementation and support of wider IT 
projects in the company. When I am not working or volunteering, I enjoy listening to music at home 
or at a gig, watching football, going out for dinner with friends and taking photographs. 

Anand Tailor | District Youth Commissioner 

(anand.tailor@harrowscouts.org.uk) 

Best Zoom Tips and Tricks 

As many groups in the District have moved to Zoom to provide virtual Scouting, 
here are a few tips and best practices to follow: 

All meetings should be set with the automatically generated Meeting ID – do not 
use the personal Meeting ID for weekly meeting. 

Enable the Waiting Room feature and only allow people in from the Waiting Room who you recognise. 
To best manage this, when sending out the link for your meeting, request parents to set the Zoom 
name of the young person(s) so that they can be easily identified and admitted into the meeting. 

The use of the Mute function on Zoom is very handy:  
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Mute All – This can be used when a leader/participant is speaking and requires the attention of all. 
Muting all will allow said person to speak with no interruptions. Tip! Make sure that if the person 
speaking is not the host, the host will have to Mute All and then Unmute the individual. 

Mute Individuals – This is useful to get rid of background noise or feedback from a device. You can 
identify if someone is speaking or there is noise coming from a participant’s mic by the yellow/green 
outline on the participant  

If you are currently paying for a Pro membership for Zoom or are using a Basic level account, the Scout 
Association has done a partnership with Zoom, providing one Zoom Pro licence per Scout Group. If you 
have not yet taken advantage of this visit the Scouts dedicated Zoom site here to sign up and for more 
information. This link also provides those who are enrolled into the Scout Zoom membership with 
information on how to best utilise it within the group. 

Below are links to Zoom support documents, one aimed at Leaders, and the other for Parents: 

Leaders Zoom Support 

Parental Zoom Support 

Please feel free to contact Anand (District Youth 
Commissioner) for more guidance on Zoom, at 
anand.tailor@harrowscouts.org.uk. 

New Website  
We have just launched our new website harrowscouts.org.uk and are looking for information, news 
articles or pictures you would like included on your own pages. This site has the ability to have your 
own group pages that we can keep up to date for you. If your group is interested, contact Tyler at 
tyler@harrowscouts.org.uk. 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/scouts-at-home/staying-safe-online/digital-platforms-for-scouts/zoom-account-sign-up/
https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Zoom-Document-Leader-Support.docx
https://www.glmwscouts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Zoom-Document-Parental-Support.docx
https://www.harrowscouts.org.uk/
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Face to face Scouting 
We have had lots of questions about the return of 
face to face scouting. You’ll be pleased to know 
that the HQ team is working up plans to return 
very soon. It will be on a risk based approach and 
all plans and risk assessments will need to go 
through the District Commissioner to be approved 
via signature.  Contact Tyler for more info. 

In your membership email in June you should have 
received information about the all members call 
on the 24th June 2020 at 7pm. I would encourage 
you to tune in to find out about the next steps 
here. 

Until authorisation to return from the DC, no 
scouting activities are to take place. 

 

Experimental Badge 
All our sections have been busy doing virtual 
scouting this is shown in the video that Chetna, 
one of our Cub leaders, has put together including 
the various activities during our virtual Cub 
sessions.  We have invested 7 Beavers and 8 
Cubs and have presented 6 CSA Bronzes and 7 
CSA Silver awards! We have also had virtual 
visits from Paul Turner including to our Cubs 
‘Magic Show’. 

Check it out the video here 

  

Great Indoors Badge 
Over at 4th Harrow, we have been working on our Great Indoors Badge. 

We made Pizzas and Pancakes using a tin and candle! 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/events/all-members-online-meeting/?dm_i=31ME,11R29,7CPLZZ,404EC,1
https://harrowscouts.sharepoint.com/sites/HarrowWealdstoneDistrictTeam/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FHarrowWealdstoneDistrictTeam%2FShared%20Documents%2F8%2E%20Media%2FVideo%2F819HarrowCubMemories%2DVirtualCubbing2020%2Emp4&ct=15923085
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Cubs Trip to the Greenwich 
Observatory 
On 7th March, a group of approximately 70 cubs and leaders 
enthusiastically gathered in the car park of Harrow Civic Centre at 
8am and boarded a coach for an exciting trip to the Royal 
Observatory in Greenwich.  

Following a short walk in the spring sunshine from the coach park 
to the Observatory the cubs, from 4th Harrow, 13th Roxeth, 17th 
Harrow and 8th/19th Harrow were met by an astronomer from  
the Royal Observatory who was our event organiser. We initially 
viewed an amazing planetarium show in the Astronomy Centre 
which was absolutely mesmerising. The show was a private one 
for the group, so we had no fear of interrupting others but need 
not have worried - the cubs were enthralled and spellbound. After 
that, there was a Sun, Moon and Earth workshop and time to visit 
the historic part of the Royal Observatory with the infamous 
Meridian Line. We were also allocated private 
areas to devour our packed lunches!  

All in all, it was a wonderful day, which 
fulfilled many requirements of the cubs' 
astronomers’ badge. 
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What our Cubs have been up to! 
Our Cubs have continued to meet virtually using the Zoom meeting 
application since the suspension of face to face scouting. 
Throughout the lockdown our cubs have continued to work 
towards completing their activity and staged badges. 

such as, Artist, Home Help, Music, Hobbies, Chef, Personal 
Challenge, DIY, Gardening and more.  The Cubs have also enjoyed 
taking part in the bake off challenge, by making a cake in a mug as 
well as taking part in activities such as the Hike to the Moon, Play 
Your Cards Right, Catchphrase, Scavenger hunts, Quizzes, 
Hangman, the Knife, Fork & spoon game and many more.  Lots of 
ideas have been taken from OSM Activities section, Badges from 
home (link here) and the 1st Virtual Scouts and Cub Facebook page 
which can be found with this (link 
here). 

Of course, there were also plenty 
of other ideas from various 
different webpages by searching 
on google.  Scouting activities in 
our Cub pack continues to thrive 
with good feedback being 
received from parents.  One 
parent even commented that 
“getting their child to join the cub 
pack is the best decision they 
have made”   

Dev Davda | Akela 6th Harrow 

1st Harrow Gardening Badge 
Considering we are in lockdown and the 
weather has been so great we thought 
that it would be the perfect time to get 
the 1st Harrow Beavers to work 
towards their gardening badges. Here 
are some of the creative drawings from 
this project. 

The beavers also got involved with a 
variety of online activities such as the 
#epicblanketchallenge for Joti Jamboree 
and the #hiketothemoon for children in 
need. 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/scouts-at-home/activities-and-badges-to-do-at-home/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/208981546868424/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/208981546868424/
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 Youth Update  
I would first like to say a big thank you to all, leaders, parents, young people and everyone else who has 
been continuing with scouting in a virtual format during these uncertain times. It has been fantastic to 
see the activities which groups/sections have been creating and participating in. “Lockdown” has 
caused us to change the way we do a lot of things, Scouting included, but from everything I have seen, I 
have been thrilled to see Scouting adapt. These actions help to keep our young people in a routine with 
Scouting, so that when the time comes, they will be even more ready to come back to face-to-face 
Scouting.  

Here are just some of the activities groups across the District have been 
participating in: Weekly Virtual Zoom Meetings with Sections, The Great 
Indoors (https://www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors/) challenges, Virtual 
Camps, Hike to the Moon, with The Scout Association raising over £348,000, 
VE Day celebrations, St Georges Day challenges, Toilet Roll or Scarf 
challenge, Scavenger Hunts, Virtual Escape Rooms and many more! 

There are many digital platforms available to use for virtual Scouting, the majority of groups are using 
Zoom for this; more information on 
Zoom and other platforms can be 
found here. 

A couple of great websites to find 
and share ideas for virtual Scouting 
are: 

Our District Facebook Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
harrowscouts 

1st Virtual Scout Group Facebook 
Group: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/208981546868424 

Basingstoke East Scouting at 
Home Website: https://
badges.bescouts.org.uk/ 

Seek-A-Critique Scouting from 
Home Website: https://seek-a-
critique.co.uk/scouting-at-home 

Please continue to share your 
virtual scouting activities and news 
on our Harrow & Wealdstone 
District Facebook Group, https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
harrowscouts, and thank you all 
once again for your continued 
support. 

 

Anand Tailor | District Youth Commissioner 

https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/scouts-at-home/staying-safe-online/digital-platforms-for-scouts/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/harrowscouts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/harrowscouts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/208981546868424
https://www.facebook.com/groups/208981546868424
https://badges.bescouts.org.uk/
https://badges.bescouts.org.uk/
https://seek-a-critique.co.uk/scouting-at-home
https://seek-a-critique.co.uk/scouting-at-home
https://www.facebook.com/groups/harrowscouts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/harrowscouts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/harrowscouts
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Kandersteg 2021 – ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME 
Kandersteg is a village located high in the Bernese Oberland in Switzerland which hosts the world’s 
only International Scout Centre. The unique centre sits amidst spectacular scenery, close to Interlaken 
and Bern, and offers some of the most amazing opportunities for your young people.  

These include: 

• Mingling and making new friends with 500 Scouts & Guides from 
all around the World - from Italy and Switzerland, to Australia and 
South America. 

• Experiencing the culture and scenery of Switzerland - from crystal 
clear lakes and soaring mountains to picturesque villages and 
historic cities. 

• Taking part in the memorable ‘High Adventure’  

There is no doubt the incredible memories will last for years to come. 

We are running the expedition from 10th-20th August 2021, the trip is intended for Scouts, Explorer 
Scouts, Scout Network, Guides and Senior Section – if our previous expeditions are anything to go by, 
we are expecting over 600 people to attend. 

Once again, the Harrow and Wealdstone District will be supporting this trip as we have done in 
previous years. We are searching for Leaders, Scouts and Explorers who will be interested in attending 
the trip. If you are one of these people, please let me know ASAP. 

The price is estimated to be around £900-1000: which includes all site fees, activities, transport for you 
and your equipment, food, travel insurance, an expedition scarf and badge. The exact fee will be 
confirmed when we finalise the activities. We will also be carrying out fundraising activities to help with 
costs. 

We do have several names signed up already, but we have the space for more; we will be taking names 
for those who wish to attend right up to when the county needs the first deposit in October! Payments 
can, of course, be paid 
beforehand.  

If you wish to join us on 
the expedition, or you 
know someone who 
does, please ask them to 
contact me so I can 
forward them the 
registration form. 

If you have any further 
questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me  

Paul Turner | District 
Commissioner/District 
Contingent Leader 

Harrowkandersteg1 
@virginmedia.com     
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My World Challenge Experience 
World Challenge during Lockdown. The 27th Harrow Scouts have been working away on world 
challenge since earlier this year. After an initial exchange of good old Fashioned letters, we decided to 
set up a Zoom session with 1st Fishcreek near Melbourne in Australia. 

By Joseph McGee, Cub, age 8, 27th Harrow Scout Group. 

Before lockdown I wrote a letter to a Scout named Riley in 
Australia. He is a member of 1st Fish Creak Scouts. This was all part of 
achieving my world challenge badge. In my letter I asked him lots of 
questions about his life in Australia and I told him about my life in 
Harrow. It was exciting waiting to read the letter that Riley sent to me! 

Dan, my Scout leader arranged a Zoom meeting together with all my 
scout friends and my pen pals Scout group. It was funny because it 
was 10am here and in Australia it was 8pm! On the Zoom meeting my 
pen pal Riley and I had to ask each other questions. I asked him what 
his favourite games were to play on his computer and he asked me if I 
had any siblings. I do have a little sister called Megan. Then she 
popped out of the corner of the screen and said “Hello” on the call. Hee 
hee! 

It was interesting hearing how different life 
is in Australia, they said where they live 
has a population of 831 people and in 
Harrow we have over 250,000! That is 
incredible! On the call one of the Australian 
Scouts said that during lockdown he had put 
an engine on his push bike and it now goes 
up to a speed of 50kph! That is so fast! Lots 
of people on the call live on farms unlike us 
who live in a big and noisy city. 

I think life is very different for the Fish Creak 
Scouts compared to us. We are all going to 
write another letter to each other and it is 
even more fun now we know what each 
other look like! 
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Training Update 
Thank you to all the leaders who are up to date 
with their mandatory training. As you are 
probably aware, we have a new deadline for 
everyone to have completed their Safety and 
Safeguarding training. The deadline is 31st July, 
as directed by the DC if there is anyone who 
has not completed it by this date, a 30-day 
suspension will be put in place. They will have 
these 30-days to complete the training or their 
membership will be cancelled. 

You should have received a list of the people in 
your groups that still have mandatory training 
to complete so please encourage them to do so. 
Email all e-certificates to myself for validation 
on compass. 

Please note: Suspension will soon apply to 
provisional role holders following 31st July. 

Training can be completed online using the 
following links. 

Module 1 

Module 3 

GDPR 

Module 1 EX (For Executive Members) 

Mandatory Safety 

Mandatory Safeguarding 
Kasey Bullen | District Administrator 

Kasey.bullen@harrowscouts.org.uk  

Vacancies 
We are always looking for 
new members to join our 
district team. Whether you have an interest in a 
part of the programme, organising events, 
leading volunteers or tech and 
communications, I want to hear from you! 

Our organisation structure can be found here 

We are looking for: 

• Local Training Manager 

• Assistant District Commissioner (Cubs) 

• Assistant District Commissioner (Scouts) 

• Assistant District Commissioner (Young 
Leaders) 

• Training Advisers 

• Awards Advisory Committee Members 

• Communications Manager 

Please contact Tyler Skerton 
(tyler@harrowscouts.org.uk) if you or anyone 
you know would be interested in any of the 
roles above or to advertise a role in your group. 

 

Thank you to everyone that sent content in 
for this edition. The next newsletter will be in 
August please send me anything you want 
included by 7th August 2020 to 
Kasey.bullen@harrowscouts.org.uk 

https://members.scouts.org.uk/training_module/essential_info_16102014/
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/2963/03-tools-for-the-role-section-leaders/?cat=23,223,235&moduleID=10
https://members.scouts.org.uk/training_module/GDPRwithcertificate/#/
https://members.scouts.org.uk/training_module/essential_info_05012016/
https://members.scouts.org.uk/ongoingsafety
https://members.scouts.org.uk/safeguardingonline
https://www.harrowscouts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Harrow-Wealdstone-Org-Chart-May-2020-v1.1.pdf

